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Organic matter is produced in nature at a rate on the order of
1c17 grams per year. The vast majority of this is annually passed back
into the cycle in boib marine and terrestrial environments, yet during the
coursa of zeologic time a fracticn has escaped to form the fessil fuels,

In terrestrial organic sedimentation, ultimetely leading to coal, one of
the most significant eontributions is that made by woody tissues of plants.
It becomes of interest, therefcre, to examine in some detail the stractural
and chemical alteraticn of woody plant material in the early stagés of
slteration to peat and ultimately to coal. This paper deals with the hise
tological and histochemical crocesses in the degradation of wood in the
early stages of organic accumilaticn.®
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