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ABSTRACT 

The DO0 i s  now, and w i l l  remain so over  the  fo rseeab le  f u t u r e ,  ext remely de- 
pendent upon an adequate supply o f  pet ro leum products .  Th i s  dependency, when coupled 
w i t h  the po l i t i co -economic  and source a v a i l a b i l i t y  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  o f  conven t iona l  
pet ro leum suppl ies,  has l e d  the DO0 t o  seek a l t e r n a t i v e  sources o f  l i q u i d  hydrocarbon 
f u e l s .  The DO0 S y n t h e t i c  Fuels  R E D  Program i s  p r i m a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  towards o p t i m i z i n g  
t h e  p roduc t i on  o f  m i l i t a r y  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  f u e l s  f rom domestic sources o f  coa l ,  o i l  
shale,  and t a r  sands, and assess ing the s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  these f u e l s  f o r  s e r v i c e  use. 
To date, severa l  s y n t h e t i c  f u e l s  de r i ved  from coa l ,  o i l  shale, and t a r  sands have been 
examined. Over t h e  nex t  severa l  years,  t he  D O D ,  i n  cooperat ion w i t h  o t h e r  fede ra l  
agencies, p lans t o  con t inue  programs d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and u t i , l i z a t i o n  
o f  s y n t h e t i c  m i l i t a r y  f u e l s .  Only through t h i s  e f f o r t  w i l l  the m i l i t a r y  departments 
be a b l e  t o  keep pace as an informed customer w i t h  t h e  development o f  n a t i o n a l  syn- 
t h e t i c  f u e l s  indust ry-an i n d u s t r y  which w i l l  p r o v i d e  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  ou r  
present  and ever i nc reas ing  dependence upon imported o i l .  
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