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Since t h e  end of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Japan has  spent  a g r e a t  e f f o r t  t o  the  
development of i n d u s t r i e s  and made a s p l e n d i d  achievement i n  i t .  During t h i s  period, 
t h e  c o a l  mining i n d u s t r y  had e x p l o i t e d  c o a l  mines i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  count ry ,  and 
produced about  2.5 b i l l i o n  t o n s  of c o a l  f o r  t h e  u s e  a s  t h e  foundat ion  of t h e  development. 

t h e e d g e  of t h e  Continent  of A s i a ,  i t  w a s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  orogenic  
movements which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h a t ,  a wide range of c o a l  vary ing  from l i g n i t e  t o  anth- 
r a c e t e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Japan owing t o  t h e  a c c e l e r a t e d  c o a l i f i c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  s t a t e  
of mines i s  worse than  many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  due t o  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  deformation.  

e x t e n t  through t h e  accomplishment of t h e  advanced systems of t h e  technologies  f o r  a l l  
mechanized long-wall mining,  h y d r a u l i c  mining, under-sea mining and c e n t e r e d  cont ro l  of 

Japanese c o a l  i s  g e o l o g i c a l l y  of Paleogene per iod  of Cenozoic e r a .  Being l o c a t e d 8 t  

However, t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c o a l  mining have been overcome t o  a cons idera lbe  

-:..,. -..$..+- ^*^  
u 1 1 1 5  c , ’ L L S L J ,  SLC.  

I n  order  t o  meet t h e  f u t u r e  g l o b a l  energy demand. t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  huge 
amount of c o a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  around t h e  P a c i f i c  i s  becoming important .  
Japan,  a s  a member count ry  w i t h  its energy  being l a r g e l y  dependent on importat ion,  
i s  eager  t o  coopera te  w i t h  them by o f f e r i n g  i t s  mining technologies  as w e l l  as i t s  
mine management knowledge?.. 
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