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ABSTRACT 

A general survey of the main brazilian oil shale formations 
presenting their location, oil reserve, age and stratigraphy intro- 
duces this paper. It is followed by a comparative survey of the data 
on chemical composition (elementary, minerals and organic con- 
stituents/biological markers) and of thermal alteration indexes in 
order  to define their maturity. The geochemical phenomena in- 
volved with a large diabase intrusion in the Irati formation is par- 
ticularly stressed. The analytical methods of Solid Phase Extrac- 
tion and Functional Group Marker developed for the analysis of 
bitumens and kerogens and the results obtained from the application 
of these methods to brazilian oil shales are discussed. The paper 
ends with a brief description of a comprehensive analytical bibli- 
ography on brazilian oil shales prepared to serve as a data base 
for these organites. 
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