Agricultural Science

New Knowledge, New Science, New STEM Careers!


Where can math and science take you?  [image: ]Follow the path taken by
TERRAUN JONES his way to a career in science and industry.


Briefly describe what you do.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am the Operations Manager for the Nevada Site Cellulosic Ethanol Facility.  I am responsible for the sustainable operation, the supply chain and logistics, and the process technology for the plant.

How many years have you been working in a science-related field?

Total time is 14 years.  I taught Chemistry for 2 summers to incoming college students, worked in a lab for my Master’s degree, and 11 years in DuPont.

What degrees do you have and from what universities?

I have a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from MIT and an M.S. in Chemical Engineering from Texas.

What subject in school was the most challenging for you and why?

English.  I am an analytical thinker and sometimes words are no fun.  I did like The Inferno though.

What did you learn through your education that you use most in your daily work life?

Don’t forget about the journey. Learning is fun and using what you have learned is fun, too.





What/who inspired your interest in science?

I have always been a science person.  My first love was mathematics when I was 3.  My father played a game with me to get me out of his hair, “you count it, you keep it” with the change in his pocket.  I got 5 seconds to do it, so it trained me to add fast!

What impact does your work have on society?  Why is it important that other people learn about and consider your profession?

I am a part of an evolutionary step in creation of biofuel using a non-food source.  I am also part of an evolution in biomanufacturing, being able to turn bioremains into a renewable carbon source to build all kinds of materials.

What do you like most about your job?

I enjoy working with my teammates and figuring out how to run a first-of-its-kind production plant.

What challenges have you faced in your career?

The most common challenge is finding your niche, what you can do to help and apply your skills.  It took a bit of time for me to get there.  In many ways I am still learning and evolving but I do enjoy what I get to do.

What other thoughts or comments would you like to share with people considering your career?

Being good in math and science helps you, but being inquisitive, thirsting to learn and grow, and also looking for solutions and answers, will get you very far as well.  Always keep your mind active and you will be successful!
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